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The Korean question has been illegally brought 
up for discussion at the fifteenth session of the 
U.N. General Assembly, as usual. 

In compliance with the U.S. imperialists’ wish 
to camouflage their aggressive policy in Korea 
and hinder her peaceful unification, the tenth 
“annudl report’’ and a “supplementary report’ of 
the “U.N. Commission for the Unification and 
Rehabilitation of Korea” have been submitted, 
the aim being to present a glaringly false picture 
of the actual position in Korea and to mislead the 
unprejudiced public opinion. 

In this connection, the Government of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has made 
public a memorandum, which gives light on the 
present state of affairs in Korea and re-elucidates 
the correct ways of settling the Korean issue. 

Here is a full text of the memorandum. 


The Korean question has, as usual, been placed on 
the agenda of the United Nations General Assembly 
at the 15th session. 


The 10th “annual report'’ of the “United Nations 
Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of 
Korea" submitted to the current U.N. General Assem- 
bly was made _ public in New York on September 16 
and, later on, its “supplementary report" was submitted 
to the United Nations. 


These documents of the “United Nations Commission 
for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea", like 
its previous “reports”, aim at covering up the U.S. 
policy of aggression in Korea and at distorting stark 
reality in Korea and deceiving unbiased public opinion 
in response to the demand of the United States for ob- 


structing the peaceful unification of Korea. 


In this connection, the Government of the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea deems _ it necessary to 
clarify the present state of affairs in Korea accurately 
and once again elucidate ways and means for the just 


solution of the Korean question. 


It is already 15 years since Korea was emancipated 


from the colonial yoke of Japanese imperialism. 


And thirteen years have elapsed since the Korean 
question was unlawfully placed on the agenda of the 


United Nations under U.S. pressure. 


However, Korea has not yet been unified; and the 


abnormal state of territorial division still continues. 


The current “annual report" of the “United Nations 
Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of 
Korea" alleged as usual that the “prospects of unifica- 
tion... remain remote” because the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea has not accepted the ‘United Na- 


tions resolution”. 


But all historical facts testify that it is a preposterous 


fallacy. 


Korea still remains divided solely because of the 
occupation of South Korea by the U.S. army and the 


U.S. policy of aggression in Korea. 


The United States stationed its armed forces below 
the thirtyeighth parallel in Korea in order to fulfil its 
obligation to disarm the Japanese armed forces in con- 
formity with an agreement reached among the Allied 


Powers, but if took advantage of this opportunity fo 


reaiize its long cherished ambition for the aggression 


of Korea. 


Thus the United States has invariably pursued, since 
the first day of the landing of its troops in South Ko- 
rea, the policy for colonizing Korea and converting it 
into a military base for the invasion of the Asian con- 


tinent. 


They forcibly dissolved the people's committees, the 
genuine people's power organs set up throughout 
South Korea by the people according to their own will, 
and suppressed all the democratic patriotic forces, 
thereby starting to lay a grave obstacle in the way of 
the struggle of the Korean people for the establish- 


ment of a united, independent and sovereign state. 


The regeneration and development of Korea into 
an independent, sovereign state is explicitly stipulated 
i’ the Decision of the Three Foreign Ministers’ Con- 
ference held in Moscow in December 1945, which the 


U.S. representative himself signed. 


The United States, however, refused to fulfil the 
obligation imposed upon itself by this international 
commitment and frustrated the work of the Joint Soviet- 
U.S. Commission in 1947. 


In connection with the establishment of a Korean 
government, the U.S. in the Joint Soviet-U.S. Commis- 
sion manoeuvred {fo allow the participation of even those 
groups opposed fo the Moscow Agreement and Korea's 


independence instead of the democratic political 


parties and social organisations of - North and South 
Kcrea which supported the agreement, thus arbitrarily 
undermining even those arrangements which had al- 
ready been agreed upon between both sides. What is 
more, they opposed the proposal of the Soviet 
Government for the simultaneous withdrawal of the 
Soviet and U.S. armies, leaving the Korean question 
to the Korean people themselves, and illegally placed 
the Korean question on the acenda of the United 
Nations General Assembly at the 2nd session. 

Such U.S. action itself as taking the Korean question 
fo the U.N. General Assembly constituted a flagrant 
violation of the United Nations Charter; the Korean 
question, one of the questions for post-war settlement, 
should not by its very nature have been dealt with at 
the United Nations. 

Nevertheless, the Korean question has been put on 
the agenda of the United Nations General Assembly 
every year under the U.S. coercion and discussed 
unilaterally without the participation of the representa- 
tive of the Democratic People's Republic of Korea, the 
party concerned, and the “resolution,” which was 
manufactured by the United States in advance and 
which runs entirely counter to the interests of the Ko- 


rean people, has been mechanically passed. 


This approach to the Korean question is a gross 
transgression on the sovereignty of the Korean nation 
and, therefore, stands condemned and denounced by 


the Korean people together with peace-loving peoples 
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the world over. 

All facts show clearly what sort of elections have 
really been the “U.N. observed elections” held under 
the “U.N. resolution” which they still do not hesitate 
to put up. 

The South Korean separate “elections” of May 10, 
1948, “observed by the United Nations" were held in 
a tense atmosphere, with U.S. occupation troops and 
Syngman Rhee. terrorist gangs fully mobilized, and the 
people resolutely fought against the “elections”. 

As to how the “elections” were held, even a 
United Press correspondent of the United States 
reported: 

“American reconnaissance planes flew overhead and 
polling booths were strictly guarded by ‘Home Guard 
Corps’ members armed with baseball bats. In Seoul 
thousands of policemen and_ specially appointed 
civilians built up barricades at important points and 
crossroads with the help of American soldiers. Civilian 
guards were carrying helves, baseball bats and clubs, 
and the Korean constabularies were armed with U.S. 
made carbines... The atmosphere resembled that of a 
city under martial law”. 

On the “victory” of Syngman Rhee in the “elections”, 
a French newspaper Le Combat (June 2-3, 1956) wrote 
‘as follows: 

“Though Syngman Rhee won the majority, it was 
only thanks to the American bayonets and tanks. It 


was won at the cost of 323 persons killed, 32 policemen 
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included, and 1,000 wounded”. 

However, the “United Nations Temporary Com- 
mission on Korea" which had been entrusted to 
“observe” the “elections” made a false allegation 
that the “elections” were held in a free atmosphere 
and that the expression of the “free will of the people” 
was ensured. 

At the third session of the U.N. General Assembly 
the United States used the allegation in passing 
through the “resolution” which described the Synqman 
Rhee government as a “government which is based 
upon the elections which were a valid expression of 
the free will of the electorate of that part of Korea 
and which were observed by the Temporary Com- 


mission.” 


If was through such coercion, violence and “observa- 
tion’ that the Syngman Rhee puppet government was 
rigged up as a colonial ruling machine for the United 
States. 

Ever since, all the “elections” held under the U.S. 
direction have without exception been characterized 
by the infringement upon human rights through 
violence and fraudulence. 

The true nature of the “elections” under the ‘U.N. 
observation” was glaringly exposed during the so- 
colled “Presidential and Vice-presidential elections" 
held on March 15, 1960. 

A perusal of a secret instruction issued by Choi tn 


Kyoo, Interior Minister of the Syngman Rhee “govern- 


10 


ment", is enough to show clearly the real state of 
affairs in the “elections”. Part of the instruction read: 

“The first plan is to mark beforehand 40 per cent 
of the whole ballots in favour of the Liberal candidates 
and cast them in. polling boxes in the presence of 
only Liberal election committee members around 6:50 
a.m. on the election day, immediately before the vof- 
ing. This can be done by posting members of the Anti- 
Communist Youth League and the Liberal Party at a 
distance of 100 metres around polling booths at 
approximately 3 am. The rest of the ballots are to be 
used for the open voting which starts at 7 a.m. In the 
open voting, the nine-person groups organized by 
the police should be bought over or intimidated into 
casting ballots for the Liberal candidates. 

“If this plan is disclosed, the approval ballots should 
be supplemented under the second plan, which is to 
change ballots while voting boxes are being taken to 
the counting places. If both the first and second plans 
fail, the approval ballots should be supplemented by 
means of changing ballots with those prepared in ad- 
vance. 

“The police should mobilize all its forces for the 
elections, purge unfaithful government employees, ap- 
point former police officers as heads of dong, bang 


and ri and form election groups. 


“Only one entrance should be made to each polling 


booth, an arm-band corps of 300 men and an action 
corps of 20 men should control each voting station and 
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the police prevent outsiders from entering there. 

“If the 40 per cent vote-casting in advance fails, 
votes should be cast in fives and if it is found out by 
election referees, a stiff line should be taken. 

“In offering wine to election committee members 

and referees from the opposition, wine and water 
should be mixed with narcotics so as to make them 
sleep". (March 3, 1960, South Korean paper Tonga 
ilbo.) 
» As recently exposed, “The police was instructed 
directly by the former Interior Minister Choi In Kyoo, 
Vice-minister of Interior and the former Chief of the 
Public Security Bureau to prepare and distribute a total 
of 3,800,000 forged ballots’ and “the police bureau 
directors were given six million hwan, the police sta- 
tion chiefs two million hwan and the police sub-station 
chiefs 30,000 hwan each as election funds’. (Pusan, 
May 14, 1960, Hapdong Tongshin.) 

Such is the true nature of the “U.N. observed  elec- 
tions’ which the “United Nations Commission for the 
Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea” has propagan-— 
dized under the instigation of the United States. And 
yet, as to the ‘Presidential and Vice-presidential elec- 
tions" of March 15 conducted in an atmosphere of. 
violence and fraud, swindle and terror, the “United 
Nations Commission for the Unification and Rehabilita- 
tion of Korea" in its latest “report” tried its best to 
cloak the real state of affairs in the “elections” lest it 
should be brought to light. 
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But fallacy cannot cover up truth for long; and all its 
criminal activities have been thoroughly disclosed. 

The Korean people are quite justified in fighting a- 
gainst such “elections" which the Unifed States has 
forced upon the South Korean people for more than 
ten years at the point of the bayonet under the name 
of the “U.N. resolutions”. 

The Korean people have made consistent and sin- 
cere efforts to tide over the difficult situation resulting 
from, the split of the nation. 

At the Joint Conference of Political Parties and Soci- 
al Organizations of North and South Korea in April 
1948, when the separate “elections” were being 
pletted openly in South Korea, unanimous agreement 
was reached on achieving the unification of the coun- 
try by establishing a unified government through na- 
tion-wide general elections in the North and South on 
a democratic basis after the withdrawal of all foreign 
troops from Korea. 

In opposition to the setting up of a separate govern- 
ment in South Korea by the United States and its 
schemes to split Korea, and for the realization of the 
peaceful unification of the country, the Korean people 
held in August 1948 general elections throughout 
North and South Korea and, on this basis, founded the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea the following 
month. 

Since the first day of its existence, the Government 


of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea has 
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been invariable in its sincere effort to get rid of the 
artificial division of the country at an early date and 
unify the country by peaceful means. 

Prior to the Korean war, the Democratic People’s 
Republic of: Korea already set forth on three occasions 
reesonable proposals for attaining the peaceful unifi- 
cation of the country. 

However, the United States and the Syngman Rhee- 
ites rejected all the proposals of the Democratic Peo- 
ple's Republic of Korea and blocked the way to Ko- 
rea’s peaceful unification by forcing the sanguinary war 
of aggression on the Korean people. 

After the war, the United States continued to reject 
the carrying out of the provisions of the Korean Arm- 
istice Agreement for the peaceful setilement of the Ko- 
rean question following the withdrawal of foreign tro- 
ops from Korea. 

At the 1954 Geneva Conference for the peaceful 
settlement of the Korean question, the United States 
unilaterally wrecked the conference by rejecting the 
just proposals of the Government cf the Democratic 
People’s Republic of Korea for the peaceful unification 
of Korea. 

On February 5, 1958, for opening up a new phase in 
settling the Korean question the Government of the 
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea issued a state- 
ment in which it called for the withdrawal of all for- 
eign troops from Korea and the peaceful solution of 


the Korean question by the Koreans themselves. 
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In concurrence with the proposal, the Chinese Peo- 
pie's Volunteers had completely pulled out of Korea 
on their own initiative by October 1958. 

But the United States refused to pull its aggressive 
army out of South Korea and is intensifying its colonial 
domination. 

With a view to putting an end at the earliest date to 
the abnormal situation created in the relations between 
the. North and South and promoting the peaceful unifi- 
cation of the country, the Bemeeraic People’s Repub- 
lic of Korea again proposed in 1959 and 1960 to con- 
duct negotiations between the representatives of North 
end South Korea. 

But these proposals have all been turned down, 

Under these circumstances, the Government of the 
Democratic People's Republic of Korea, with a view to 
solving urgent matters concerning the nation first of 
all, proposed to realize economic and cultural ex- 
change between the North and South as well as free 
travel and postal exchange between families and fri- 
ends even though political negotiation cannot be 
materialized. 

This too could not be realized owing to the refusal 
or the part of the United States and South Korean 
alithorities. 

They rejected even the compatriotic offer of the 
Government of our Republic to relieve the unemploy- 
ed, calamity victims and street waifs of South Korea 


and grant scholarship to the South Korean students 
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eager to study. 

The United States and the South Korean authorities 
have not only rejected all the proposals of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea for the peaceful uni- 
fication of Korea but are stepping up war preparations 
in South Korea. 

In June 1957, the United States in flagrant violation 
of the Korean Armistice Agreement unilaterally ab- 
rogated the most important provision, Sub-paragraph 
13-d, which prohibits the introduction of reinforcing 
combat material and converted South Korea into an 
atomic base by unlawfully bringing in atomic and 
rocket weapons and many other arms of new type. 

In this connection, Chairman of the U.S. Joint Chiefs 
of Staff Lemnitzer, the then Commander of the U.S. 8th 
Army and “United Nations’ forces, stated that they 
had succeeded in abrogating Sub-paragraph 13-d_ of 
the Korean Armistice Agreement after several years’ 
hard work and now they had new type weapons in 
South Korea. (U.P.I. dispatch from Washington, Febru-. 
ary 8, 1960.) 

The United States has doubled the strength of the 
South Korean army since the armistice and, of late, is 
equipping it with atomic weapons, while incessantly 
perpetrating all sorts of military provocations such as 
atomic war exercises along the Military Demarcation 
Line. The violations of the Armistice Agreement by the 
American side from immediately after truce in 1953 to 


the end of September this year which were officially 
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dealt with at meetings of the Military Armistice Com- 
mission and the Secretaries alone amount to 915 cases. 

All these actions being taken by the United States 
in South Korea _ constitute a serious obstacle on the 
path to the realization of the peaceful unification of 
the country by the Korean people and pose a crave 
menace to peace in Korea, to the consolidation and 
maintenance of peace in the Far East and the world. 

These are the facts in the case. 

Nevertheless, the ‘United Nations Commission for 
the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea" only talks 
about the “U.N. resolution” and keeps a discreet 
silence as to the U.S. aggressive policy and war pre- 
parations in Korea, while alleging that the "prospects 
of unification of Korea, are remote”. This again proves 
clearly that the “Commission” serves solely the inter- 
ests of the United States. 

It is precisely because of the aggressive policy of 
the United States towards Korea and the occupation of 
South Korea by its armed forces that Korea has not yet 
been unified and the abnormal state of territorial divi- 
sion continues despite the persevering efforts of the 
Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of 


Korea for the peaceful unification of Korea. 


In its “annual report” the “United Nations Commis- 
sion for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea” 


painted the situation as if all were going well with 
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South Korea since the July 29 “free and fate elections” 
and the change of government after the overthrow of 
the Syngman Rhee regime, with the economy of South 
Korea entering a “phase of development and growth". 

But facts are just the reverse. 

South Korean people, unable to tolerate any longer 
15 years of U.S. occupation and cruel anti-popular, 
fascist rule of Syngman Rhee dictatorship, rose up in a 
sanguinary struggle for freedom and liberation, a new 
government and a new life and overthrew the Syngman 
Rhee regime. But none of their urgent demands has 
been met so far. Only the Chang Myun regime was put 
up in place of the Syngman Rhee regime, as another 
U.S. colonial ruling machinery. 

“U.N. observed elections’ of July 29 which the 
“United Nations Commission for the Unification and 
Rehabilitation of Korea’ described as “free” and “very 
satisfactory,’ were also carried out through violence 
and fraudulence just as at the time of the Syngman 
Rhee regime. 

“On July 28-31, martial law was enforced throughout 
South Korea with 34,000 police mobilized" (Seoul, 
July 28, 1960, Sege Tongshin), and with the approach 
of “election” a tight police network of surveillance was 
set up in which “mobile police forces” were organized 
and posted in all police organs from provincial police 
bureaus down to police boxes. It was against such 
background that the “elections” were held. 


Even according to doctored figures released by the 
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South Korean police authorities, more than 17,500 in- 
nocent people were arrested and jailed during the 
period from June 24 to August 3. 

“Holding in its hand the letters of resignation sub- 
mitted by heads of Eup (township), Myun (sub-coun- 
ty) and Dong (lowest administrative unit) who had 
been appointed while Syngman Rhee's Liberal Party 
was in power,” Chang Myun’s ‘Democratic Party" con- 
ducted “wire-pulling for inducing them to cooperate in 
the elections of the Democratic Party candidates, with 
the promise that their past sins would be connived at 
and they would be left in their posts.” (Seoul, July 9, 
1960, Dongyang Tongshin.) 

Along with this, the “Democratic Party” in collusior 
with the Huh Chung “interim government" resorted to 
all kinds of irregularities in the “elections": buying 
votes, forging ballots, voting by proxy, changing bal- 
lots, making ghost poll books,. stuffing ballot boxes and 


cheating in vote counting. 


In| Pohang “over 1,000 ghost voters were framed 
up and ballots printed twice, some 2,600 ballots 
more than the actual number of voters” (Taegu, July 
26, 1960, Donghwa Tongshin.), and in Kwangju “over 
100 faked: ballots were discovered." (Radio Seoul, July 
29, 1960.) 

While ballots were being counted, besides the 
method of changing votes, such tricks and fraudulence 
fook place as placing a ‘Democratic Party” slip on 


each bundle of 100 ballots for the independent candi- 
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dates so as to count the whole bundles of ballots in 
favour of the “Democratic Party.” 

During the election campaigns the upper crusi of the 
"Democratic Party’ squandered a huge amount of 
money for buying-out purposes. "In the July 29 gene- 
ral elections they spent 7 million hwan for each of the 
nominated candidates for the House of Representatives 
and 10 million hwan for each of the 65 nominated can- 
didates for the House of Councillors. At the time of the 
ratification of premiership after the elections the Kim 
Do Yun group spent 800 million hwan and the Chang 
Myun group 1,500 million hwan in getting the required 
votes. Thus they spent 5,700 million hwan altogether.” 
(Seoul, September 24, 1960, Donghwa Tongshin.) 

lt was not for nothing that in the course of the 
"elections", voters in many areas raided and burned 
down 334 ballot boxes loudly demanding their votes 
be given back and held mass demonstrations declaring 
the elections null and void. (Seoul, August 1, 1960, 
Hapdong Tengshin.) 

South Korean newspaper Tonga Ilbo wrote editori- 
ally: “Should the elections be wound up in such un- 
clean atmosphere, there is little hope of getting a bet- 
ter government than that of the Liberal Party.” 

The South Korean “Social Masses Party” stated that 
“the July 29 general election was an unfair election 
cooked up by money and violence and an election of 
violence unprecedented in history", and that ‘‘the re- 


cent election has utterly lacked fairness because of 
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bribery and buying votes as well as arson, violence 
and murder.” (Seoul, July 31, 1960, Donghwa Tong- 
shin.) 


The “Korean Socialist Party" declared: “The Demo- 
cratic Party colluded with those who accumulated 
wealth by evil means and carried through the general 
election in its favour under their powerful financial 
support.” (Seoul, July 30, 1960, Dongyang Tongshin.) 

The Chang Myun cabinet is only a rehash of Syng- 
man Rhee regime. 

Chang Myun, just like Syngman Rhee, is all out to 
refuse the democratic demand of the people in sub- 
servience to the U.S. aggressive policy, going against 
the unanimous desire of the Korean people for the 
peaceful unification of the fatherland. 

The Chang Myun regime keeps still in force such 
notorious fascist laws as the “State Security Law’ and 
the “Local Self-government Law" aimed at trampling 
upon freedom and democracy of the people and main- 
taining fascist ruling apparatus, and it does not take 
any measure for saving the ruinous situation in South 
Korea. Needless to say, they have neither capability 
nor means of saving the catastrophic situation prevail- 
ing in South Korea. 

Under the false charge of “disturbance of public 
order" and “riot,” they are cruelly suppressing the 
just struggle of the people for realizing their pressing 
demands arising from their living. 


The Chang Myun regime is drastically suppressing 
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even the just struggle of the students for democratiza- 
tion “of schools and against the influx of U.S, goods 
and social corruption. 

According to official data released by the South 
Korean authorities, millions of unemployed roaming a- 
bout the streets are on the verge of starvation, But the 
Chang Myun regime is helpless in face of this. Their 
only measure for unemployment relief is ‘emigration” 
and “birth control.” 


It is not fortuitous that South Korean people's lack of 
confidence in the Chang Myun cabinet is coming _ all 
the more into the cpen and even within the ruling 
circles of South Korea “voices demanding new, general 
elections and the change of political system are be- 
coming louder.” (Seoul, September 23, 1960, Dong- 
yang Tongshin.) 

The South Korean people are intensifying their 
struggle under the slogans, ‘Dissolve at once the Na- 
tional Assembly if it can not carry out revolutionary 
tasks!" and "Away with the Chang Myun cabinet!" 

It is not accidental that in connection with the situa- 
tion created in South Korea, the United States hastily 
issued a State Department statement on October 11 in 
which it expressed “every confidence" in the “Chang 
Myun regime” and urged the South Korean people to 
give “wholehearted support" to it. 

This only revealed all the clearer to the world that 
the United States is outrageously interfering in the 


internal affairs of South Korea in order to hold toge- 
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ther their crumbling colonial ruling machinery there. 


So long as the United States occupies South Korea, 


the situation cannot be improved in the least. 


Even though the “report” of the “United Nations 
Commission for the Unification and Rehabilitation of 
Korea" played up the economic “development and 
growth," the South Korean ruling circles themselves 


are overwhelmed by the ruinous state of economy. 


South Korean Minister of Commerce and Industry 
Choo Yo Han said, “the Korean economy has _— shrunk 
and only the commodity prices have gone up by 30 
per cent,” and added that “various undertakings have 
dark prospects." (Seoul, October 16, 1960, Donghwa 
Tongshin; Seoul, October 21, 1960, Hapdong Tongshin.) 

Today the South Korean national economy is going 


bankrupt in an overall way. 


Compared with the time of Japanese domination, the 
number of factories in South Korea has dropped to 
half, and 75 per cent of the entire factories have cur- 
tailed or suspended operation. (South Korean ma- 


gazine Sanup Kyungje, No. 4, 1959.) 


The rural economy of South Korea has been drasti- 
cally devastated due to the influx of U.S. surplus agri- 
cultural produce, requisitioning of farm land by the 
U.S. army, dilapidation of agricultural installations, 


control of the prices of agricultural produce, etc. 


The sown area in South Korea has been reduced by 


more than 600,000 jungbo (one jungbo approximates 
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one hectare) compared with the closing days of Japan- 
ese rule. 

South Korean agriculture is being steadily ruined. In 
1945, the pauper peasant households cultivating less 
than 0.5 jungbo accounted for 35.5 per cent of the 
total peasant households, but in 1957 this figure went 
up to 42.8 per cent. (South Korean Economic Sfatistical 
Almanac for 1960.) 

The South Korean total grain output, as compared 
with the average result during 1936-1940, dropped by 
895,000 tons ‘during the period of 1955-1959, (South 
Korean Economic Almanac for 1948: South Korean 
Economic Year Book for 1959.) Particularly the cotton 
yield decreased to one fifth. 

An area annually exporting millions of suk (one suk 
is 150 kg) of grain before liberation, South Korea has 
been turned into a region of chronic famine, requiring 
annual import of millions of suk of grain. 

The overall bankruptcy of industrial and agricultural 
production and the steady increase of military-police 
outlay are precipitating the South Korean finance into 


hopeless confusion and crisis. 


The proportion of direct military and police expendi- 
ture in the South Korean ordinary budget for 1960 
reached 71 per cent. (Seoul, December 31, 1959, 
Dongyang Tongshin.) 

With a view to meeting such fabulous military and 
police ouflay, the U.S. and South Korean authorities are 


augmenting every year the tax burden upon the peo- 
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ple. Thus the tax income held 81 per cent in the gene- 
ral account of the budgetary revenue for 1940. Not 
satisfied with this, the South Korean authorities are 
forcing through the sale of “state bonds" and “lottery 
bonds” and are increasing “loans from the banks.” 
(Seoul, December 31, 1959, Dongyang Tongshin.) 

Taking 1947 as 100, the index of prices in South 
Korea shot up to 25,431 in May 1960. (South Korean 
Monthly Review of the Bank of Korea, No. 7, 1960.) 

Due to the economic bankruptcy and intensified 
plunder, the South Korean people are in dire straits. 

In South Korea there are millions of unemployed and 
semi-unemployed roaming about the streets in search 
of jobs. Workers’ average working day is 12-17 hours, 
but their wages hardly cover one-third of their mini- 
mum living cost. 

“Taking the. workers employed in industrial enter- 
prises in Seoul alone, their average wages are 36 per 
cent of their minimum living cost: textile workers 25.7 
per cent and warehouse workers 25 per cent." (Seoul, 
February 20, 1959, Dongyang Tongshin.) 

The peasants, who constitute the majority of the 
population in South Korea, are also in a miserable 
situation; every year over one million foodless peasant 
households are driven to the verge of starvation and 
this year's flood: and droughi victims account for over 
2.3 million. (Seoul, September 14, 1960, Dongyang 
Tongshin; Seoul, August 27, 1960 Hapdong Tongshin.) 


The peasants are robbed of most of their grain ouf- 
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put in the name of scores of onerous taxes and mis- 
cellaneous impositions and the tax income from the 
peasants constitutes over 80 per cent of the South Ko- 
rean tax revenue. 

Even according to the figure of the South Korean 
Ministry of Agriculture and Foresiry, the gross volume 
of peasants’ debts had reached more than 180,000 mil- 
lion hwan as of the end of 1959. (Seoul, October 20, 
1960, Donghwa Tongshin.} 

All this wretched plight is the outcome of the U.S. 
aggression against South Korea and the U.S, “aid” the 
“United Nations Commission for the Unification and 
Rehabilitation of Korea" always lauds in its “reports.” 

In the past 14 years from 1945 to 1959, the United 
States invested 10,400 million dollars in South Korea in 
the name of "aid." 

All this "aid" has been directed solely to the profit- 
seeking of the U.S. monopolies and the military ex- 
penditure for new war preparations. 

74.5 per cent of the total value of the “aid” is ‘“mili- 
tary aid” (South Korean Monthly Survey of the Bank 
of Korea No. 6, 1960.) and 78.6 per cent of the sales 
of the “economic aid’ goods are spent for the main- 
tenance of the South Korean army. 

As admitted even by U.S. Senator Hubert Humphrey, 
the “aid” to South Korea “is aimed precisely at main- 
taining defence forces in the main.” (South Korean 
newspaper Tonga Ilbo, October 4, 1959.) And in South 


Korea “the cause of such economic crisis, notably fin- 


26 


ancial difficulties, as today is the result of the ever 
increasing burden of national defence, and at the same 
time, this is inseparably related to the state interests of 
the United. States". (South Korean newspaper Hankook 
iibo, October 14, 1960.) 


Nevertheless, the “United Nations Commission for 
the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea" asserted 
in its “report”, “Foreign aid remains essential” for the 
South Korean economy. This self-exposes all the clear- 
er the real nature of the “Commission” which serves 


the interests of the U.S. aggressive forces. 


It is quite natural that during the April popular up- 
rising, the masses attacked and destroyed the buildings 
of the “Office of U.S. Economic Coordinator in Korea” 
and the “U.S. Economic Cooperation Administration in 
Korea”, repeatedly launched anti-American demonstra- 
tion in front of the American Embassy crying “U.S. 
Ambassador McConaughy, quift!”, and attempted to 


destroy the bronze statue of notorious MacArthur. 


Recently broad strata of South Korean people and 
political circles are putting up stronger demand that 
first of all, the U.S. troops must withdraw for the peace- 
ful unification and even in American units occupying 
South Korea, the Korean soldiers demonstrated against 
humiliating discrimination. 

Struggles against the U.S. aggressive forces are be- 


‘ing intensified in all parts of South Korea. 


The U.S. imperialists can no longer deceive the 
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South Korean people, making a splash about ‘free- 
dom" and “democracy”. 

All foreign troops must withdraw from Korea and 
Korea should be unified peacefully by the Korean 


people themselves. 


The Korean question is awaiting solution. 

But the “report” of the “United Nations Commission 
for the Unification and Rehabilitation of Korea’ harp- 
ed on the “elections under U.N. observation,” the un- 
justness of which has already been exposed before 
the world. 

As to the “elections under U.N. observation” put up 
by the United States in its sinister attempt to attain 
their aggressive .aim, even the South Korean ruling 
circles now consider them utterly impracticable and 
are openly expressing doubt about them. 

Admitting the unjustness of the “elections under 
U.N. observation" even the South Korean press wrote 
that “the march north for unification and general elec-. 
tions under U.N. observation can be cited as a typical 
example of impracticability” on the question of unifi- 
cation. (Editorial of Taegu ilbo, June 24, 1960.) 

“Elections under U.N. observation” are nothing but 
a means of rigging up and maintaining the U.S. colo- 
nial ruling apparatus and interfering in the internal 


affairs of Korea. Moreover, “elections under the ob- 
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servation of the U.N." which had in fact become a 
belligerent in the Korean war with its flag abused by 
the United States are in no way tolerable fo the Ko- 
rean people. 

Today the question of the unification of Korea can 
never be solved by one side forcing its will upon the 
other side. It can be settled only by the Korean peo- 
ple themselves without any foreign interference 
through contacts and negotiations between the North 
and South. 

Proceeding from its consistent stand for realizing the 
peaceful unification of the fatherland at the earliest 
possible date, the Government of the Democratic Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Korea once again put forward new 
proposals on the peaceful unification of Korea on the 
eve of the 15th anniversary of August 15 liberation, 
national holiday of the Korean people. 

These proposals concretely indicated a way for the 
peaceful unification of the country after the withdraw- 
al of U.S. army from South Korea as the sole way of 
coping with the catastrophic situation created in South 


Korea today and finally solving the Korean issue. 


The Government of the Democratic People’s Repub- 
lic of Korea maintains that the question of the peaceful 
unification of Korea should be solved independently 
by holding free general elections throughout the North 
and South on a democratic basis without any outside 
interference. This is the most reasonable and realistic 


proposal for unifying Korea through peaceful means. 
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No one can oppose such free general elections 
throughout the North and South if he really aspires 


after the peaceful unification of Korea. 


But the United States and South Korean authorities, 
still insisting that a free North-South general election 
is unacceptable to them, are clamouring about “anti- 
communist unification.” 

Today in the northern part of the Republic the soci- 
alist system is firmly established and under this sys- 
tem, the entire people are leading a happy life. 

The harping on “anti-communism” in disregard of 
this stern reatity is, in the final analysis, aimed at con- 
tinuing the division of the country. 

The present catastrophic situation in South Korea 
shows clearly that the division of the country cannot 
be allowed any longer. 

It is a most urgent question to restore the ruined na- 
tional economy of South Korea and improve the de- 
teriorated people's living. 

This question cannot be solved unless North and 
South Korea unite their strength. 

The Government of the Democratic People’s Repub- 
lic of Korea proposed to enforce a Confederaiion of 
North and South Korea, as a provisional measure, with 
a view to solving burning national issues first of all if 
the South Korean authorities cannot agree to free 
North-South general elections at once. 

The Confederation will be enforced by way of sett- 


ing up a Supreme National Committee composed of 
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the representatives of the Government of ihe Democra- 
tic People’s Republic of Korea and the Government of 
the Republic of Korea mainly to regulate the economic 
and cultural developments of North and South Korea 
as a unit, while retaining, for the time being, the pre- 
sent political systems in North and South Korea and 
maintaining the independent activities of the two gov- 
ernments. 

The institution of such Confederation will make it 
possible to promote mutual understanding and co- 
operation, remove mutual distrust and create favourable 
conditions for effecting free North-South general elec- 
tions by ensuring contacts and negotiations between 
the North and South. And it will be a most reasonable 
way for accelerating the unification of the fatherland. 

In particular, the enforcement of such Confederation 
wculd be a great help in saving South Korean economy 
from catastrophe and. improving the South Korean 
people's living, with the Supreme National Committee 
of the Confederation discussing economic and culfural 
matters in the interest of the whole nation and ensuring 
economic and _ cultural exchange and mutual co- 
operation between North and South Korea. 

To provide millions of the South Korean unemployed, 
child beggars and foodless peasants of over one 
million households with jobs and food, the South 
Korean industry and agriculture should be rehabilitated 
before anything else. 


The rehabilitation of the South Korean industry and 
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agriculture is impossible without economic exchange 
and co-operation with the northern part. 

In the northern part, firm, powerful bases of heavy 
and light industries have been built which can give 
support to the South Korean national economy. 

Despite the severe destruction caused by the war ti 
is expected that in 1960 the industrial output in the 
northern part will grow 6.4 times that in the pre-war 
year of 1949, and 7.7 times as against the pre-libera- 
tion year of 1944, 


During the six years (1954-59) following the war, 
the industrial output grew at the high rate of an annual 


average increase of 43 per cent. 


In the rural economy, irrigation and electrification 
have been completed: in the main and an overall 


mechanization is now under way. 


The material and cultural standards of the people in 
the northern part have been raised markedly: the real 
wages of factory and office employees in 1959 roughly 
doubled those in 1949. 


In the northern part free, universal compulsory 
secondary education, the first of its kind in Asia, has 
been enforced and the students of higher educational 
institutions and specialized schools are provided with 


government stipends. 


There are now 70 odd higher educational institutions 
in the northern part where not a_ single university 


existed during the time of Japanese imperialism, and 


one fourth of the population is attending schools of 
various levels. 

Thanks to the institution of the universal free medical 
service, all people are now able to receive medical 
treatment with no worry about doctor's fees. 

The Democratic People's Republic of Korea will 
start to carry out the Seven-Year Plan for the Develop- 
ment of the National Economy from 1961, and during 
that period the gross industrial output value. will in- 
crease over 2.5 times and the grain output over 1.5 
times. 

In the one year of 1967 alone, the last year of the 
Seven-Year Plan, the northern’ part will produce 
nearly as much manufactured goods as was produced 
during the whole six years from 1954 to 1959, when 
the Post-war Three-Year Plan and the Five-Year Plan 


were fulfilled. 


The Government of the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea wishes to share with the South Korean com- 
patriots all the achievements and experiences gained 
during the development of economy, science and 
technique in the northern part, and hopes earnestly 
that electricity, coal, steel, cement, timber, chemical 
fertilizer and various machines and equipment, which 
are being produced abundantly in the northern part, 
will be used for the restoration of the South Korean 
economy and the improvement of the people's living. 

The South Korean people, too, demand earnestly the 


economic exchange between the North and South 
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as a means of saving the present situation in South 
Korea. 

The South Korean newspaper Sanup Kyungje wrote: 
“Since it is only possible to supply electricity for 
household use every other day... due to the shortage, 
it would be desirable to get electricity by barter with 
consumer goods" from the northern part, and "in the 
light of the national desire for the ultimate unification, 
there would be no danger of South Korea turning 
Red even if provided with electricity which is in- 
visible and intangible." (South Korean newspaper 
Sanup Kyungje, June 22, 1960.) 

The South Korean weekly Choonchoo wrote: 


“The division of territory has brought about all kinds 
of tragedies. But the economic division of Korea into 
the North and South resulted in the worst calamity. 

“Since there was a_ precedent of getting electric 
supply from the North up until 1947 when it was 
suspended due to the controversy on compensation 
materials for the supplied electricity, caused by the 
U.S. Military Government, it is considered possible to 
receive " electricity again from the North in case 
negotiations are conducted properly. It is also possible 
to get chemical fertilizer, iron and steel products, 
cement and other major materials." (Choonchoo, No. 
5, 1960.) 

The Government of the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea proposed once again that if the South Kore- 


an. authorities consider the Confederation _ still 


unacceptable, a purely economic commission composed 
of representatives of business circles of North and 
South Korea be set up to exchange goods between 
the North and South and to cooperate with and help 


each other in economic construction. 


It is proposed that, along with economic interchange 
between the North and South, exchanges in the fields 
of science, culture, arts, physical culfure and in all 
other fields should be widely effected, that free 
movement of population be realized and that, above 


all else, postal exchange be effected. 


Reduction of the strength of armed forces is of 
great importance for normalizing the relations between 
the North and South and improving the living con- 
ditions of the South Korean people. 


The Government of the Democratic — People's 
Republic of Korea continues to hold that the with- 
drawal of the U.S. army be effected and the strength 
of armed forces of North and South Korea be reduced 


to 100,000 or less respectively. 


With a view to solving these urgent problems, the 
Government of the Democratic People’s Republic of 
Kcrea has proposed to the South Korean authorities, 
political parties, social organizations and individual 
figures to hold, in the first place, negotiations 
between representatives of North and South Korea 


by sitting together in Pyongyang, Seoul or Panmunjom. 


The Government of the Democratic People’s 


35 


Republic of Korea is ready to hold negotiations with 
any political parties, social organizations or individual 
figures in South Korea, irrespective of their political 
views, religious conviction and property or of their 
past activities, and work hand in hand with them for 
the solution of the question of unification, provided 


that they want the peaceful unification of the country. 


The new proposal of the Government of the Demo- 
cratic People’s Republic of Korea has aroused 
widespread interest of the entire Korean people and 
enlisted their support, and has become a_ focus of 


lively discussion in the South Korean press. 


“The unification programme put forward by 
Premier Kim II Sung on the eve of the 15th anniversary 
of liberation,” the South Korean newspaper Kookje 
Shinbo wrote, “should be considered both by our 


people and political leaders." 


“National affinity is naturally felt in the programme," 
the paper continued, “because it is permeated with 
the desire to discuss by ourselves with open hearts 
the solution of matters concerning the life of our 
netion and the unification of the territory, not in- 
definitely groping about for ways and means to solve 
the questions, relying on outside forces.” (Kookje 
Shinbo editorial, August 16, 1960.) 


The Korean question should be left to the Koreans 
themselves, and this should not be hindered by the 


U.N. or any other organ, or any foreign country. 
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It is none other than the U.S. imperialists occupying 
Scuth Korea that are stifling the national aspiration of 
the Korean people for the peaceful unification of the 
country and driving South Korea into such catastrophic 
situation as today. 

For the settlement of the Korean question, for the 
peaceful unification of Korea, the U.S. troops must 
withdraw from South Korea. 

If the United Nations intends to act in accordance 
with the principles and provisions expressly stipulated 
in its Charter, it should take due measures at the 
earliest possible date to make the U.S. troops occupy- 
ing South Korea under the U.N. emblem withdraw. 

The United Nations must dissolve the “United 
Nations Commission for the Unification and Rehabilita- 
tion of Korea", a tool for implementing the U.S. 
aggressive policy. 

The Government of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea is convinced that all its just 
demands will enjoy the unanimous support of the 


peace-loving peoples throughout the world. 


Printed in the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea 


